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Learning Strategies for Spelling

v Sounding .out .or ‘Fred talking Eg. C-a-t, Sh-i~p. This is the most popular method [or teaching
spelling. Ask the child to spell .out or ,segment the word they wont to spell, then write the
constituent sounds. Children wse pure sounds.

v Syllabification: Clap out and say each .of the syllables. Eg. Re-mem-her

v Analogy: Making families of words Eg. Night, [right, sight, slight

v Root: E.g. hi (wo) cycle (circle) = bicycle

v Prefixes and suffixes:E.g. Dis-satisfied

v Rules: E.g WMMMYMLMM/W(MW&+JJ=M)
Dmuke;?;/,d,onk@gﬁ vowel +y = ys)

v Referring to the family words that articulate the .ambiguous letters: E.g. Definite - finite, final,
it
Muwscle - muscular

v Sounding .out words .as they are spelt: Eg. Wed-nes-day

v Words within words: Eg.There is a ot in separate

v Mnemonics: Big Elephants Can Always Upset Small Elephants



Helping your child learn how to spell

Rainbow Write Silly Sentenceg

Write silly sentences

wmsing o spelling word in
za,d*\./sznten,ce Pl.ea/sz

First write each word in pencil.
Then troace over each word three
times. Each time you trace, iyou

must wse o DIFFERENT coloawr

crouon. Trace neatly and you will

Bee A rainbow ! w.ords!
I_____________________________________, |_ ____________________________________ ,
I I
. Pyramid Writing | . Backwards Words |
| |
| I |
| “Pyramid write” your spelling 1 Write your spelling w.ords |
: words.  You must write neatly! : : éCOIJW,GI de |4 :
: *Example: home h : : backw.ards. Write neatly! :
| ho I |
: hom b Example: wWhere :



Three Times!

Write each spelling w.ord three
times. First, write each word in
pencil.

Second write each word in
Third, write each word in pens.

|
: |
: |
: |
|
: First write syour spelling l
: words in a list. Then write :
I them in ABC .order I
|
; :
| |
| |
: |

For an extra bonus, write iyoir
words in reverse ABC .order!

Acrostic Poem

Choose one of your spelling w.ords.
Write .an .acrostic poem for that

w.ord.

You must also ILLUSTRATE your
poem.

spelling words two times.
First write in regulor letters.
Then wurite the words again in
squissly letters !

|
|
|
|
|
You are going to mwrite ipoir :
|
|
|
|
|
|



Vowel Circle

Write each of your spelling

Scrambled Words

Fold .o piece .of paper three times lengthw.ise

words. (making three long rectangular colwmns).
Write youwr words in the [irst .coluwmn.
Then go hack and circle all Then write them again with the letters all
,U’LQ, ols i mixed up (scrambled) in the second colwmn.
'OJ NOMW. A "J’O’u'r Put youwr words aside. Come hack later to

/S,P,Q,u,ifbg jVV,O,r,d/S,, unscramble your words. Write the
aunscrambled words in the third .colwmn.

0 Second Worgyg

Write a TV commer.cial

|

: Consonant Circle
|

|

: wusing all .of ipouur

|

:

|

|

Write each of syour spelling
words.

Then go hack and circle all

of the consonants in iyour
w.ordsl

spelling w.ords.

Read it to .o parent or sibling!



Air Write!

Hove a partner
read your words as iyou write
them
OR hawve a partner .air write .and

Mour joh is to read the w.ords.

Colourful Words

Write each .of yowur spelling
words.  Write each letter wsing

a different colouwred pencil!
*Fxample- .ol ool

UPPER and Lowey

Wirite syour spelling w.ords

w.o times each.

First, write each word in
UPPERCASE letters. Second, write

each word in
lowercase letters.

Across and Down

Write each of syour spelling w.ords
across and then down
Qﬂxut&q;AMU}Lihzwﬂxatlzﬂzrl

*Examples- when
h

e

four
0
u



3-D Words

Use Play-Doh .or clay to
W.ords.

Dots Game

Make .o square of 4 rows of dots with
b dots in each row. If the word is
spelled correctly, the player .can .connect
two dots. When a square is formed,
hox.

Back Writing

| Use your finger to spell out each .of
| your spelling w.ords, .one letter .at .a

FEEL .and spell!

|
|
I Then its YOUR twrn to try to
|
|

' ¢ho0-Choo Worg,

|

I Write the entire list end-to-end .as
I one Llong w.ord (like a train). Use
: a different colowred crouon for

I each word.

|
|

Ex.



gpelling Baseba];

Draw four hoses .on .o piece of
paper or lay out Lour pillows to bhe
the hases. The pitcher selects a
word. If the batter can spell the
word correctly, he/she mowves
forward one hase.

A point is earned every time you

Dusty Words

Go outside .and write
sour words in the dirt [

Flash Writing Hopscoteh Words

In a darkened room, uwse a
flashlight to write your spelling
words in the air.
Howve .o partner read yowr w.ords
| ,a/s,xd,oujw,mteﬂm OR Mo partner

P { # o B ey T B |

Make a hopscotch bhoard.

Write letters instead ,oJ.’

HIIML\ ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ A “nD lllll



Word Search

Make a word search puzzle using
sour spelling w.ords.

Pasta Words

Arrange pasta .or other objects
to form yowr spelling w.ords.

hitp: [ [www puzzlemaker.com. ,
Glue onto .o piece of paper.

Then find your words!

W 8rds
QA \tbOUt ONnSop an o

Write your spelling words on a list, |
but replace all the consonants with |
a line.  Then go hack Lo the :

|
,"\ ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ r llllll ,I'Cl‘ HHA Vel ole) I‘r o

gurround Wordg

Write wyour words on graph paper. Write
“middle” letters, one letter in each bhox.
Use two hoxes for “tall” letters like t .and
L and “bow” letters like j and g. Then
| ,ou,tl,mz the words wsing different colowrs.



http://www.puzzlemaker.com/

Words

| I |
! elling Be Lo : '
: Sp g bee n without Voweje |
: Practise AJOAL /s,p,e,u,(,n,g W’O’r’dﬁ'm: : Write your spelling words on a list, :
I S*P»ewf‘*g Bze/s,b.d,l.e. b but replace all the vowels with a :
! | | line Then go hack ko the |
1 Spell yowr words out Loud to : | Deginning of your list and see if :
: a porent or sibling. : : W“mwﬂjﬂiiéoﬂww :
S S SN,
|m—————————————— === 1 = e e e — - ————- 1
|

: Spelling Make Some MUSiC
| vlashcarqg

|

Write a song .or rap that

I Make .a set of [lashcards to proctise ayour WWM w.ordsl
I spelling words. When you look at your

| flashcard. read the word ond then snell "



TAKE TWO

b or 5 players to .one hag of scrabble letters.

AUl letters face down in .centre of table.

AUl toke 4 .and look at them. Try and arange them into a four letter word.

When .one person has they shout ‘take two’ .and whether you have made a four letter word or ot
you all harve to toke .« tile and start to aurange tiles into .o 6 letter word or .a mini-crossword.
As soon .as someone has used up all 6 letters they shout take two’ .and everyone grobs 2 more
letters.

Keep going wuntil all have the same number of letters - .any odds discard .at the end.

Could score by those not finished total their wnused tiles or by the yalue of the words you have
made.

Can keep rearranging yowr crossword throughout - can start from scratch if you are feeling hrave!

SHANNON’S GAME
With or without your scrabble letters, play hangman with .a partner hut the letters need to go down
in order.

ODD ONE oOuT
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Put up sets of words for your child to identify mwhich they think is the .odd .one out. Can they
Justify it?

PASS THE BOMB

If you hove the game, use the bomh! If not, pass .anything

Words ending in shurn.

Words starting with ‘trans.

Words that end in ‘ing’ with a double consonant letter in the middle.
Words that you .add ‘es’ to for the plwal. Etc. etc. etc.

BALDERDASH

Girve a made-up word then three possible meanings - which .one?

Or - give a meaning .and three possible words.

Talk about the wse of morphemes .and word knowledge - This is .a good chance to take words

Making up

words - this is .a great game .and good to apply the spelling rules.

I'M THINKING OF A WORD...

Does it have 2 syllables?
Does it have the e sound etc.
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FASTEST FINGER

Horve a text extract and ask questions such as, ‘Can you put your finger on a 2 syllable word?’
_ [:- . IE' )?
- Take off the @ to add 'ing? etc.

WAYS TO LEARN/MEMORISE NEW SPELLINGS

Get them to .make it .out of scrabble letters.

Get them to hreak it up into individual letters .and say each letter .out.

Feel it in your mouth - what is your tongue .doing?

Tap each letter out .on a finger .and soy each letter.

Get them to hreak it into chunks. Say each chunk.

Say the whole word in different ways - shout it, whisper it, opera .it!

Clap the syllables.

Write each syllable .on .a different post-it note

M.ake .a .mnemonic.

ls there a picture hint that you could use - e.g. stationary (,ca,r)/s,tati,owy (papzr)
What is the tricky hit?

ls there .another word that you can use as analogy

Break it all up and mix the letters up - then .make it bhack into .a word. Do the letters need to go
hack in order?

Now write it in the .air/partners hack - say each letter.

13



Really look .at the shapes - .are there any tall bitslany short bits/low hbits?
Ls there .a word within the word?
Does it look right?

Campound word - two root words combined to .make a w.ord

Consonant - .any letter of the .alphahet which is ot .a yowel,

Digraph. - two letters which together make .one unit of sound, e.g. sh. th, ee, .ou.
Etymology - the derivation of words - the study of the origins of words
Grapheme - the written representation .of letters which represent the sounds.

Homophone - .a word which sounds the same .as .another word but is spelt differently .and has a
Adifferent meaning, e.q. hear .and here

orpheme - smallest grammatical wnit

Mnemonic - .a device for memorising and recalling something

14



Phonetics - system .of spelling words by representing sounds with syllables Phoneme - the smallest
unit of sound in o word, e.g. clalt, shiolp, tlea/ch/er.

Prefix - small .addition to .a word made by joining .on .one or more letters .at the beginning, e
pre, onti

Plural - .a pluwral word refers to .more than one thing, e.g. hooks

Root word - is a hasic word. The meaning .of a root word is changed by adding .o prefix or a
AufLix

Segmenting - means hearing the individual phonemes within a word - for .instance the word
SIush consists of four phonemes: ,cr-a-sh' - hreaking words down into individual sounds or
siyllables.

Singular - the name referring to .one thing or a group .of things, e.g. man, hook, [lock Split
digraph - two letters, which work .as a pair, split, to represent one sound, e.g. a-e as in cake, or
ire wos in kite Suffix - .o letter or group of letters .added to the end .of a word to change the way

Mou use it, e.q. coward - cowardly
Suffix - added .after a root word to change the spelling .and .meaning of the w.ord

Syllable - .a comhination .of .one .or more yowels and consonants which .can make one short word
or part of a longer word, e.g. won-der-ful

Trigraph - three letters which together imake one sound but cannot bhe separated into smaller
phonemes, e.g. igh as in light, ear as in fear and tch .as in wotch
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Vowel - there are 5 vowels in the .alphabet - .aeiou

The Vegas Spelling Rules
Always

Iéf,awvrd.zn,d/sLn/N/ﬂm/z/mys,tbz,a,d,dzd, unless it is .an .abbreviation, such .as rev. Lnstead it mill
required, e.g4. give .or have

[sh/ for the ‘shun’ sound is .always wrong (apart from fashion .and cushion)
Each syllable should have .a yowel (except .odd words Like ‘rhuythun’)

Smemgﬂw/WMmMmmﬂwmmgﬁgﬂab&(,o/,pm)m,a,tﬂmzznd,oj:,a;syﬂab&

(e/mu)

Swmwwmmﬂwmmmmqaw(u/nd)maiﬂwbzg&u’uﬂg,o;f,a
ayllable (ge/og/raphy)

Iiaba&mrdmm/z/mmpanojaﬁpldwwddigmphﬂmdrcpﬂw/z/Mrhm,a.d,dm,g,a/st

16



Ifabﬂ&mvrdgudﬁm/,g/pxe&dzdbg,awww, ,dw,n.gz,tl'lz/,g/io /x/bz}ore,au/sx.lg«muccepiﬂwsz
beginning with [if. Keep the [y/ if the suffix begins with [if

If o hase word ends in a single consonant preceded by .o single yowel letter .and the suffix hegins mwith .a
yowel, double the consonant letter.

Words that denote what people do end in [cian/ rather than [tion/

[kw| sound is spelled [qu/

/q] is always followed by [u/

‘Soft & and ‘soft 4 are followed by [if [y/ ot [e/

If @ word sounds as if it starts mith [f/ hut doesn't, it starts mith [ph/

If a mord sounds as if it ends mith [f/ but doesn't, it ends mith [ph/ or, rarely, [gh/

Usually
w+fur] = wor e.q4. word, worm, work (z»oczpt mwere)
/w/}ou,owedbg /,o/ysu/s,u,awg/sp@limﬂmm [a/ e.g. wallet, wash, wander, wos, want

|or/ be}ore/l./ is wsually spelt with .an [a/ e.q. all, aways

17



Jae] is wsually mrong unless you are heing scientific (e.g. haemoglohin)
To get an [ee/ sound at the end of the word it is wsually [y/ or [ee/
Antlance for the person (e.g. .occupant is the person in the residence where they live)
Jtion/ is the most common spelling of /shun/

The sound [a/shun/ is usually ‘ation’

Jtian] and [sian/ wsually denote nationalities
Occupations end with fer/ .ot [or/

Use [le/ .t the ends of mords. [£s more common than fel/

A [k] sound at the heginning of a word is usually spelled mith a fcf
A [k] sound at the end of the word is waually [ck/ or |c]

Words ending in [c/ will have an [if or [ia/ hefore the [cf

If its a place where something is made, its Jery/ not lary/
When you hear [chur/ at the end of .a word, try [ture/

After .o short vowel, try .a [t/ hefore a [ch/

18



One syllable mords ending in [f] or s/ or [/ wsually end in double consonants, 2.q. dress or hell.
Newrer

Jaifand [oi/ do not occur at the end of o mword or immediately hefore a suffix - use fay/ or oyl instead.
No English word ends in [i/ except for ‘baxi

Words newer end in /chion/ .apart from ‘stanchion’

No English words end in i/ or [n] ot [/

Newver write [kk/ in .a word that isn't .compound. Use [ck/ instead.

//sh/yswszd.,at,th.ebzguuwg,of,amrd, or the end of a syllable. /@h/mNOTxmzdniﬂubzguuumgo;fa
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