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Hello!

My name is Mrs Jackson and | am the Maths Subject Leader at
Fir Tree.
The Maths Curriculum focusses on the following areas:

Number — Number and Place Value

Number — Addition and Subtraction

Number — Multiplication and Division

Number — Fractions

Measurement

Geometry — Properties of Shapes

Geometry — Position and direction (not included in year 3)
Statistics
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Intent

Mathematics is an important discipline that helps us to understand the world we live in. We want
all pupils at Fir Tree Junior School to enjoy Mathematics and develop a sense of curiosity about the
subject with a clear understanding.

At Fir Tree we promote a growth mindset; developing a ‘can do attitude’ so that the children are
confident to have a go. We believe all children can achieve in mathematics, and teach for secure
and deep understanding of mathematical concepts through manageable steps. We use mistakes
and misconceptions as an essential part of learning and provide challenge through rich and
sophisticated problems. At our school, the majority of children will be taught the content from
their year group only; they will spend time learning the knowledge and skills and delving deeper
into the subject so that they can apply their knowledge to solving more complex problems.

Click here to find our ‘Fir Tree Curriculum’ & ‘Knowledge and Skills Progression’ documents:

https://www.fir-tree-juniors.org/maths/



https://www.fir-tree-juniors.org/maths/

Implementation

Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to encourage all children to aspire
to work hard and achieve high standards; to be independent and inquisitive learners.

We teach the National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression. This
ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to
maximise learning for all children.

At Fir Tree we focus on 3 main areas: fluency, reasoning and problem solving; working with a variety
of representations of number, so that children become confident and efficient when working with
number. Children are taught the language skills necessary to explain their mathematical
understanding and become efficient problem solvers; developing the characteristics to tackle
investigations and the confidence to pursue their own lines of enquiry.

How is assessment used to develop learning through the curriculum?

Assessment is ongoing through questioning throughout the lesson to gauge children’s
understanding and marking with the class. This is then used to inform our future lessons. We have
developed our marking policy to ensure we do as much marking with the children as possible as this
appears to be the most effective way for the children to make progress.

Formal assessments take place once every long term and this is to see how the children work
completely independently, find the areas of strength and more importantly the areas for
development.



Impact

By the end of KS2 we aim for children to be fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics with a
conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately.

They should have the skills to solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of
situations with increasing sophistication, including in unfamiliar contexts and to model real-life
scenarios. Children will be able to reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry and develop
and present a justification, argument or proof using mathematical language
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Fir Tree Projects

Although the maths curriculum is taught discretely - ensuring the skills
and knowledge are embedded within each year group - maths is used
whenever possible within other subjects.

Art, Science, DT and Music
are just some of the
subjects where Maths is
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| find maths exciting
because you get to
learn new things. | like
problem solving
because it gives me
challenges.

| enjoy maths because we can choose
a level that suits us. My favourite area
of maths is fractions because they
just make my brain boil with
calculations.

The teachers
explain things really
well. | really like
maths.

| didn’t used to like maths but | do
now because times tables and
problem solving give me a
challenge. | write extra questions
at home for myself to do.

| love the challenges.
When you get into the
rhythm of solving a
problem you don’t want to
stop!

| love maths because it is fun —
it bends your brain in unusual
ways and it is exhilaratingly
hard in a fun way because if |
need help teachers will help
me.




